Conditioned place aversion produced by FG 7142 is attenuated by haloperidol.
A place conditioning paradigm was used to examine the affective properties of FG 7142, a benzodiazepine receptor inverse agonist. At the highest dose tested (10 mg/kg, IP), FG 7142 produced a significant place aversion to the drug-paired compartment. In a second experiment, haloperidol injections were given before FG 7142. It was found that haloperidol (0.2 mg/kg) significantly reduced the measured conditioned place aversion produced by FG 7142, without exhibiting any aversive or rewarding effects by itself. These results suggest that dopamine receptors are involved in the learning or expression of conditioned place aversion induced by benzodiazepine receptor inverse agonists.